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Last Date to Drop with Grade of W:  April 23, ‘10
Instructor:  Dee Thompson
Office Hours:  M-F 7:00-7:30 and 9:05-9:40 A.M.
Catalog Description:  This survey of American authors of the 19th and 20th centuries will introduce students to some of the important writers and literary, artistic, and cultural movements in the United States of this time.  The students will develop the ability to read, appreciate, understand and critically assess a variety of literary works from different historical periods, from different ethnic communities and in different genres.  Prerequisite:  ENGL 1010 or permission of instructor.

Course Materials:  
Perkins, George and Barbara Perkins.  The American Tradition in 

Literature.  11th ed. Vol. 2.  Boston:  McGraw-Hill, 2007.
Twain, Mark.  Pudd’nhead Wilson.  The New American Library, Inc., 

Foreword by Wright Morris.  1964.
Works consulted:  
Alcott, Louisa May.  Little Women.  Boston, MA:  Roberts Brothers, 1868.
Cassill, R.V.  Norton Anthology of Short Fiction.  2nd ed.  W.W. Norton & 

Co.  New York. London.  1981.
Crane, Stephen.  The Open Boat:  A Tale Intended to be After the Fact. 
Being the Experience of Four Men Sunk from the Steamer Commodore.  New York:  Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1894.
Gregory, James M.  Frederick Douglass, the Orator.  1893.
Irving, Washington.  The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon.  New York:  C.S. 

Van Winkle, 1820.
Thoreau, Henry David.  Selected Writings Edited by Lewis Leary, 

Columbia University.  Appleton-Century-Crofts, Inc.  New York. 

1958.
MLA guidelines at http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_mla.html
Course Objectives:  
· To understand the relationship of literature of different times
· To recognize and analyze work of modern writer’s use of themes, characterization, structure, symbol(all elements of fiction)
· To recognize impact of various forces on literature and to analyze literature through literary criticism types (Historical, Gender, etc.)
· To discover and explain relevance in literature of each period
Instuctor information:  I have a B.S. in Speech Ed. And Theater Arts, a B.A. in English, and a M.A. in English from the University of NE at Kearney.  I also hold a Nebraska Teaching Certificate, “Professional” level, with certification in Speech/Theater and English which expires in 2016.  I am a published poet with works on UNL’s Nebraska Writing Project website, Fine Lines, publisher David Martin, and am a member of Nebraska Writers, and National Council for the Teachers of English(NCTE).
Course requirements:  You will be expected to complete reading prior to date listed on study guide(attached), and be prepared for discussion with an emphasis on analysis and information related to the historical significance of the work.
You will be expected to turn in a Reader Response weekly. The responses will be in a literary analysis format, offering citations from texts that reinforce opinions and offer in-depth analysis of author’s choices in characterization, setting, theme, style, and plot.  Citations will follow correct MLA format.
On Thursday of the fourth, sixth, and tenth weeks, a longer paper analyzing 3-4 works covered will be due.  A style sheet for this assignment will be provided.  
You will be collecting information throughout the semester to organize a final student project which will be a critical paper analyzing the works of several writers as a reflection of the cultural, historical, and philosophical influences of their time, as well as other writings of the periods. 
Grades:
Contribution to discussion about each reading assignment will constitute 10% of grade, Reader Responses will be 40%, quizzes and three major papers of 5-10 pages in length including work cited page will account for 30% of grade.  The final project will be worth 20% of semester grade.
*All grades are based on the following scale:  A+/100, A/95-90, B+/89-86, B/85-80, C+/79-76, C/75-70, D+/69-66, D/65-60, F/59-0.
Late assignments:  Papers 3 days past due date will receive no higher than an 85%.  Papers beyond 3 days late will not be accepted and therefore will incur a 0% in accumulative final grade.  Notification of this occurrence will be mailed to student via e-mail.
Plagiarism:    Students who choose to plagiarize will be reprimanded according to college policy and an occurance may be grounds for failure of the class.
Withdrawal:  A call (308-535-3775) or visit to Registrar is mandatory to withdraw from class.  An “F” will be issued to any student who does not formally withdraw.
Students with Disabilities:  “Mid-Plains Community College is committed to providing a discrimination-free environment for its students with disabilities.  Students with learning or physical disabilities are encouraged to request assistance from Sherry Mihel(535-3710), Sherry French(535-3706), Robin Rankin (535-3710), or Brandon Lenhart (345-8128) on South, North, or McCook campuses respectively.
Study Guide:
Week 1:  Introduction    “An Age of Expansion”
Descartes (1596-1650) believed in Deductive Reasoning - go from general to specific. Famous Quote: "I think therefore I am." Invented analytical mathematics. Wrote Discourse on Method, reduced nature to mind and matter.
Hobbes (1588-1679). Knew most of the people above mentioned. Was horrified at the turmoil of the English Revolution (Remember Cromwell), and in Leviathan said that life was "nasty, brutish, and short." Called for absolutism.
Locke (1632 - 1704) wrote Two Treatises on Government, written before the Glorious Revolution. The founders of the U.S. looked as this as a sort of guide to their experiment. Locke: man is born free in nature. Because man is free and rational entity, he has a contract with the state in which he does not give up his inalienable rights of life.
Week 2:  “Reason, Romanticism, and Realism”


Immanuel Kant, Thomas Paine


Bret Harte, “The Outcasts of Poker Flat” Reader Response(RR) #1 


Washington Irving, “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” RR #2
Week 3:  “The Transcendentalists”


Edgar Allan Poe, “The Fall of the House of Usher”  
Herman Melville, “Bartleby The Scrivener” 
Weeks 4-5:  “The Transcendentalists” cont’d.

Literary Analysis #1


Henry David Thoreau, “My Prayer,” “Extracts from the Journal,” “Civil



Disobedience,”  Walden: “From Economy,” “Where I Lived, and



What I Lived For,” “Reading,” “Sounds,” “Higher Laws,” “Brute



Neighbors,” “The Pond in Winter,” “From Spring,” “From



Conclusion.”



“Life Without Principle”



Week 6:  
“1860’s” 


Louisa May Alcott, from Little Women
Mark Twain, Pudd’nHead Wilson, The Notorious Jumping Frog of 



Calaveras County 



Literary Analysis #2
Week 7:      “1890’s”


Ambrose Bierce, “An Occurance at Owl Creek Bridge”


Kate Chopin, “Desiree’s Baby”


Edith Wharton, “The Muse’s Tragedy”
Week 8: 
“Crosscurrents:  Prosperity and Social Justice at the Turn


  of the Century”


Stephen Crane, “The Open Boat,” “The Blue Hotel,” “Maggie, Girl of the 



Streets”
Week 9:  
Film Study, Gangs of New York
Week 10:
“Literary Renaissance:  1915-1931”
  Literary Analysis #2



Willa Cather, “Neighbor Rosicky,” from O Pioneers
Week 11:  “Literature of Social and Cultural Challenge”


Zora Neale Hurston, from Their Eyes Were Watching God


Langston Hughes,  The Weary Blues
Week 12:    F. Scott Fitzgerald,  “Babylon Revisited”


Ernest Hemingway, “The Big Two-Hearted River,” “A Clean, Well-


Lighted Place”







RR #3
Week 13:   The Second World War and its Aftermath


The Beat Generation


Jack Karouac, On the Road, from “Dharma Bums”


Bernard Malamud, “The Jewbird”




RR #4
Week 14:  A Century Ends and a New Millennium Begins


Isabel Allende, “And of Clay Are We Created”


Bobbie Ann Mason, “Shiloh”
Week 15:  


Joyce Carol Oates, “How I Contemplated the World from the Detroit



House of Correction and Began My Life Over Again”


Alice Walker, “Everyday Use”


Sherman Alexie, “What You Pawn I Will Redeem”
*This syllabus is not a contract and can be changed to meet the needs of the class without infringing upon the focus of the class.

